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New in Paperback

by Sarah Olson
Student
Brigham Young University

The following books have recently appeared
in paperback, either for the first time or after a
long absence from the marketplace. All are
recommended.

was first sung, it also gives a brief history.
lllustrations are done in scherenschnitt (cutpaper art), which was popular at the time the
carol was written.

Byars, Betsy. The Two- Thousand-Pound
Goldfish. HarperTrophy, 2000. ISBN 0-0644085508. $4.95. 160 pp. Grades 3-6.
Reprint. Warren's mother is an activist on
the run from the FBI; and Warren hasn't
seen her for over three years. To escape his
longings for his mother, he uses his
imagination to create movie plots, like his
newest one about the man-eating,
two-thousand-pound
goldfish
named
Bubbles swimming in the city's sewers. As
Warren is confronted with his grandmother's
sudden death, he must face the responsibility
and understanding that corne with growing
up. The title and cover of this book do not
accurately reflect its quite sensitive subject
matter and Byars' equally sensitive
treatment.

Greenwald, Sheila. Mariah Delany's Author-of
the-Month Club. Houghton Mifflin, 2000.
ISBN 0-618-04928-2. $4.95 124 pp. Grades
3-5. Reprint. Greenwald continues the
Mariah Delany series with another tale of
Mariah's wild schemes. This time she
begins the Author-of-the-Month club, to
which she invites authors to speak to her
friends in her living room. With a disastrous
visit from the famed author of a beloved
series of books, she discovers that authors
are real people, "not what she expected,"
and that books hold the best surprises of all.

Fleming, Denise. Where Once There Was a
Wood. lllustrated by Denise Fleming. Henry
Holt, 2000. ISBN 0-8050-6482-6. $6.95. 32
pp. All ages. Reprint. Presented in rich
colors, deep illustrations, and simple text,
Fleming's book reflects her love of wildlife,
which she encourages the reader to share. A
rhythmic poem tenderly discusses the
beauty of nature that housing developments
displace, followed by a practical guide to
creating a backyard habitat for wildlife in
your area.
Granfield, Linda. Silent Night: The Song From
Heaven. lllustrated by Nelly and Ernst
Hofer. Tundra, 2000. ISBN 0-88776-434-7.
$7.95. 24 pp. Grades Pre-3. Reprint.
Primarily the story of an Austrian town
preparing the creche on the night the carol
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Maxwell, Mimi. The Monster Mash. lllustrated
by Mimi Maxwell. Tumbleweed, 2000.
ISBN 0-968067-8-3. $5.99. 24 pp. Grades
Pre-I. Reprint. A counting book perfect for
Halloween-time learning, with dark, dancing
monsters who accentuate the accompanying
poetry.
Paxon, Torn. The Story of the Tooth Fairy.
llustrated by Robert Sauber. HarperTrophy,
2000. ISBN 0-688-17523-6. $5.95. 32 pp.
Grades 2-4. Reprint. Glynnis, a young fairy,
rekindles true friendship between mortals
and fairies by giving a coin to a girl named
Emily in return for a gift only a mortal could
give-a human tooth. When the exchange
takes place at night under Emily's pillow,
we know this is the beginning of the world's
favorite fairy-the tooth fairy.
Ross, Tony. Wash Your Hands. Illustrated by
Tony Ross. KanelMiller, 2000. ISBN 1929132-01-8. $6.95. 24 pp. Grades Pre-2.
Reprint. The Little Princess learns about the
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importance of washing her hands after
touching things---<iirt, dogs, sneezes-and
before eating. The emphasis on the "nasties,
dirties, and other horrible things" is
balanced by the amusing illustrations and
light tone.
Simon, Seymour. Weather. HarperCollins, 2000.
ISBN 0-688-17521-X. $6.95. 40 pp. Grades
2-5. Reprint. Simon continues his scientific
series with this book, which addresses what
every child wonders about-the weather.
Full-color photographs and diagrams
complement the meaty but simple text.
Throughout the work Simon uses common
meteorological terms and phrases and then
defines them; this technique is the book's
best feature.
Sis, Peter. An Ocean World. Illustrated by Peter
Sis. HarperCollins, 2000. ISBN 0-68817518-X. $5.95. 24 pp. Grades Pre-3.
Reprint. This book tells the story of a whale
who, after having lived alone in Ocean
World since she was a few weeks old, is
returned to the ocean. In her search for a
friend, she encounters an island, a school of
fish, a submarine, etc., which are all
delightfully misleading-they are all shaped
like whales. In the end, she finally meets
another whale.

self-centered. This book would be worth
reading just to meet Wynne-Jones' people
and the houseboat named The Ark, even if it
was not the emotionally elegant work it is.
Yep, Laurence. The Imp That Ate My
Homework. Illustrated by Benrei Huang.
HarperTrophy, 2000. ISBN 0-064-40840-X.
$4.95. 96 pp. Grades 3-6. Reprint. A
quick-footed romp through San Fransisco's
Chinatown as a boy joins his grandfather"the meanest man in Chinatown"-in
putting an end to the plaguing tricks of a
giant, hairy imp. Perfect for readers on the
bridge between easy chapter books and
full-blown novels.
Zolotow, Charlotte. This Quiet Lady. Illustrated
by Anita Lobel. HarperTrophy, 2000. ISBN
0-688-17527-9. $5.95. 24 pp. Grades Pre-3.
Reprint. A young girl introduces her doll to
pictures of her mother's past, culminating
with the beginning of the young girl herself.
Inspires a personal reflection on our parents'
history: what was my mother like as a child?
What did my father play with? The
illustrations are warm, the text charming.

Watts, Irene N. Remember Me. Tundra, 2000.
ISBN 0-88776-519-X. $6.95. 174 pp.
Grades 4-6. Reprint. Eleven-year-old
Marianne, sent on the first Kindertransport
from Nazi Germany to London, struggles to
adjust to a new language and different
customs and being away from her family. A
sequel to Good-bye Marianne.
Wynne-Jones,
Tim.
Stephen
Fair.
HarperTrophy, 2000. ISBN 0-064047206-X.
$5.95. 246 pp. Grades 4-8. Reprint. When
the nightmares that drove his older brother
away from home at fifteen start to plague
Stephen, he decides to endure them; he
finally discovers the truth about himself and
his family. Wynne-Jones has crafted a
coming-of-age novel with a central teenage
character who, despite his troubles, is not
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